Januarv 23, 1943

Dear “r. Yuxley:

One of your critics has remarked that "Brave New World" must i,ave scarei
you even more than rour readers, Having [irst been obliged to spend an; real
thouyht on the details of the future by the mission of a recent symposiunm
in London, I found myself more deeply frightened by the immediacy of develop-
ments in human blology than I eould have thought possible. It was irpossible
to budge in this field without bumping into a Huxley, Julian, Aldous, or
T.H.*s shade -- on the whole, I founi Aldousts biology the most persuasive.
Perhans T should qual:ly that, since Revisited lacks the clarity about euphenics
that Brave New World inspired. (At least this is the one "aivance" that you
too put out of mind "for a long tirme to come®). The dysphenics of thalidomide
shows that .ebles don't have to come out of bottles for the nractice of levelon-
nentel control.

I could not write this paper without thinking how much more effective your
own work has ueen and might be -~ and I hope you will recognize and accept the
acknowledgments that are implicit in it. You know very well what a muddle M N
science can nake. But, however fear ™l tie consequences of physical nower, at
least human nature has until now been left reasonably constant. The humanis:e
we all seek will be Tar more selusive when we can no longer delineste the ner-
sonality we hope to defend.
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This letter could only be written by a life-long admirer; if this does not
deter you, and some conversation on the theme could interest you, I would be
happy to find the occasion.

Yours sincerely,

Joshua Lederberg
Director

“re Alidous Huxley
o Anperes
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